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Who?
•	 Who else was there?

•	 Who else saw it happen?

•	 Who says something in this scene?

•	 Who has the problem?

•	 Who else knows?

•	 Who needs to know?

What?
•	 What happened?

•	 What happened next?

•	 What did _____ say?

•	 What was the problem?

•	 What was the best part?

•	 What was the worst part?

•	 What did ____ look like?

•	 What could the animals see?

•	 What could they hear?

•	 What could they smell?

•	 What color?

•	 What could they touch? How did it feel?

•	 What happened in the beginning?

•	 What happened in the middle?

•	 What happened at the end?

Where?
•	 Where does the story take place?

•	 Where were they when the trouble started?

•	 Where does (did) ______ live?

Why?
•	 Why did that happen?

•	 Why did they do that?

•	 Why did ____ do ____?

•	 Why did ____ say that?

•	 Why were they feeling that way?

•	 Why was it a problem?

When?
•	 When did that happen?

•	 When did they start to feel differently about 
that?

Which?
•	 Which part was the scariest?

•	 Which part was the best?

•	 Which person/animal helped the most?

•	 Which details are the most important to 
know?

How?
•	 How did that happen?

•	 How can you make that sound more 
interesting?

•	 How did the problem get solved?

•	 How were they feeling?

•	 How was _____ feeling when  _____ 
happened?

•	 How many times did it happen?

•	 How did it end?

•	 How can you make your ending stronger?

•	 How can you say that so I’ll understand it 
better?

ASK THE ‘W’ QUESTIONS TO GET THE DETAILS:
Who?  •  What?  •  Where?  •  Why?  •  When?  •  Which?  •  How?


